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My colleague from lllinois had offered an
amendment to H.R. 5, the Unfunded Mandate
Reform Act. This amendment would have ex-
empted from the provisions of the bill my Fed-
eral mandate that protects aviation or airport
security.

Mr. Speaker, had my vote been accurately
recorded it would have reflected a nay vote. |
believe that we can not exempt numerous pro-
grams from the provisions of H.R. 5.

H.R. 5 does not restrict mandates such as
ones which aim to protect aviation or airport
security. Rather it requires a cost-benefit anal-
ysis and strives to minimize the burden of un-
funded mandates. We must thoroughly exam-
ine the mandates that we pass on to our
States and localities. | do not find this unrea-
sonable.
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Mr. COX of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the Newport Harbor
High School football team, which completed its
first undefeated season in 64 years by winning
the California Interscholastic Federation cham-
pionship title.

Led by Head Coach Jeff Brinkley, the Sail-
ors’ triumphant season was the culmination of
an extraordinary year for these young men. It
was a year that was marked not only by nota-
ble individual accomplishments and exemplary
team play but also by a tremendous sense of
courage and determination rarely seen in prep
football. The coaching staff, the players, the
fans all made their dream a reality.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
ask my colleagues to join with me in saluting
the Newport High School football team and to
congratulate their championship year.
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Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
last night New Jersey Gov. Christine Todd
Whitman delivered the Republican response to
the President’s State of the Union Address
from the historic assembly chamber in Tren-
ton.

As my colleagues are aware, Governor
Whitman has a growing national reputation for
cutting taxes, slashing onerous regulations,
and eliminating unnecessary spending. She
has demonstrated the leadership, determina-
tion, and guts to govern effectively. She has
proven that government can be smaller and
less costly and still be responsive to the peo-
ple it serves.

Mr. Speaker, many political pundits are tout-
ing Governor Whitman as a possible Vice
Presidential nominee, and rightly so. Governor
Whitman’s successful policies are a model
that should be adopted nationally.
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| commend Mrs. Whitman on her excellent
speech last night. Below is the text of the
Governor's speech for my colleagues’ review.

STATE OF THE UNION RESPONSE

Good evening. I’'m Christie Whitman, Gov-
ernor of New Jersey, and | am addressing you
tonight from the historic legislative cham-
ber in Trenton, one of the oldest in the na-
tion. Speaking to you this evening is a tre-
mendous honor for all of us here in New Jer-
sey.

It is appropriate that we have come to-
gether tonight in Trenton. On Christmas
morning in 1776, George Washington crossed
the icy Delaware River and surprised King
George’s mercenaries in their barracks
here—on these grounds. The Battle of Tren-
ton was a turning point in the American
Revolution.

Just as that revolution two centuries ago
began in the colonies, there is a revolution
sweeping America today, begun not in Wash-
ington, D.C., but in the states. In Wisconsin,
in Ohio, in Massachusetts, in South Caro-
lina, in California. The American people are
seeking freedom in a new revolution that
began before | ever came to office.

It is a revolution of ideas, one in which the
voters are given a clear choice between big-
ger or smaller government, higher or lower
taxes, more or less spending.

It is a revolution about a free and sov-
ereign people saying they want power to re-
turn to them from their state houses, their
county governments, their city halls.

In elections all across America, the voters
have chosen smaller government, lower taxes
and less spending.

They rejected the tyranny of expanding
welfare-state policies, the arrogance of big-
ger and bigger government. The frustration
of one size-fits-all answers.

In a word, they have chosen freedom.

They elected leaders like Governor Bill
Weld of Massachusetts—who, in his first
month in office, cut state spending by 1.7 bil-
lion dollars. Since then, he’s cut taxes five
times and brought Massachusetts the third-
lowest unemployment rate in the nation.

And Governor Pete Wilson, who has al-
ready reformed health care in California—
using market forces to guarantee access for
millions of uninsured and made health care
more affordable for small businesses.

They elected governors who said we should
have a smaller, more efficient government—
and they meant it. Like Governor Tommy
Thompson in Wisconsin—he’s cut spending,
cut taxes, and led the most comprehensive
welfare reform movement in the country.

And Governor Fife Symington, who be-
came one of several Republican governors to
cut tax every year they were in office and
see their economies boom.

In state after state, the revolution of ideas
took hold.

By 1994, Governor George Allen reformed
the criminal justice system and abolished
parole in Virginia.

And the same month Bill Clinton signed
the largest tax increases in American his-
tory, Governor John Engler signed the larg-
est tax cut in Michigan history, helping
bring the lowest unemployment rate to the
state in twenty years.

Here in New Jersey—like so many other
governors—I was told my tax-cutting poli-
cies were a ‘“‘gimmick.” | heard we couldn’t
do it—that it was ‘‘impossible’—that it
would “*hurt the economy.”’

But | had given my word to the people of
New Jersey that we would cut their taxes.
And we did.

In the first year, with the help of the New
Jersey legislature, we cut business taxes.
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We reduced income taxes not once but
twice. We lowered state spending—not reck-
lessly—but carefully and fairly.

Just yesterday, | announced a third wave
of income tax cuts—another 15 percent, tak-
ing us to a 30 percent reduction, to put more
money in the hands of families like yours.

The results have been solid: State revenues
are up even from the income tax—and 60
thousand more New Jerseyans are at work
today than were a year ago—making this
year our best year for job creation since 1988.

And we did it all under a balanced budget
amendment to our state’s constitution.

In November, the revolution came to
Washington.

Now people want less government, lower
taxes, and less spending from the federal
government.

People want results.

In both houses of Congress, the Republican
party has been elected, like many of us in
the states were on an agenda of change:

We’re committed to reforming welfare—to
encourage people to work, and to stop chil-
dren from having children.

We want to force the government to live
within its means by stopping runaway spend-
ing and balancing the federal budget.

We want to lower taxes for families and
make it easier to achieve the American
Dream—to save money, buy a home and send
the kids to college.

We’re going to stop violent criminals in
the tracks—with real prison time for repeat
offenders and a workable death penalty.

We must send a message to our young peo-
ple that crime doesn’t pay.

And we’re going to slash those unnecessary
regulations that strangle small business in
America, to make it easier to create more
jobs and pay better wages and become more
competitive in the global marketplace.

We intend to create a new era of hope and
opportunity for all Americans.

Many of these ideas are the same ones Gov-
ernors have been enacting here in the states.

Time after time, Republicans and Demo-
crats—have found that things work better
when states and communities set their own
priorities, rather than being bossed around
by bureaucrats in Washington.

Our colleagues on Capitol Hill are facing
the same opposition we did—the same cries
of “‘it can’t be done” from the Washington-
knows-best crowd. People who think govern-
ment can’t be too big and that there is vir-
tue in raising taxes.

Well, there’s nothing virtuous about rais-
ing taxes. There’s nothing heroic about pre-
serving a welfare system that entraps people.
And there’s nothing high-minded about wast-
ing other people’s money on Big Government
spending sprees.

We overcame the same objections, the
same stalling and distortion, the same
footdragging. We’ve heard it all. And in the
end, we have won the battle of ideas in our
states.

Now it’s time to win the battle of ideas in
Washington.

If the people’s agenda is to succeed in Con-
gress, everyone needs to work together.

And while at times tonight some of the
President’s ideas sounded pretty Republican,
the fact remains that he has been opposed to
the Balanced Budget Amendment—he pro-
posed even more government spending—and
he imposed the biggest tax increase in Amer-
ican history.

It’s clear that your votes in November
sounded a warning to the President. If he has
changed his big government agenda, we say
great—join us as we change America.

Republicans welcome your ideas for mak-
ing government not bigger but smaller.
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